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Dear Friends, 
 
We live in a world of extremes. So often, choices are framed as either-or, when in reality, 
life is far more nuanced. 
 
Economic Status: We frequently hear about growing income inequality, leading us to believe 
people are either ultra-wealthy or living in extreme poverty. But most people live somewhere in 
or near the middle class, navigating varying degrees of financial stability throughout life’s      
seasons. 
 
Mental Health: Conversations around mental health are often presented in absolutes—a person is 
either “mentally healthy” or struggling with severe illness. Yet mental health exists on a         
spectrum. Many of us experience periods of stress, anxiety, or sadness without having a formal 
diagnosis, reflecting the complex realities we all face. 
 
Parenting Styles: Parenting debates often focus on “helicopter parents” (over-controlling) versus 
“free-range parents” (overly permissive). But most parents blend approaches, being protective in 
some areas and encouraging independence in others, based on context and their child’s unique 
needs. 
 
Faith: Faith, too, is often cast in black and white terms—you either have Jesus or you don’t. But 
for many, both inside and outside the church, faith is a journey lived in tension between belief and 
doubt, curiosity and certainty. Moments of strong faith can coexist with deep questions,        
sometimes in the very same breath. 
 
These are just a few examples, but the list goes on.  As we approach Easter, our Bible readings 
will focus on common faith issues that are often presented as either-or choices. But Scripture  
invites us to see these issues in their full complexity. This Lent, we’ll explore that richness 
through our series titled “Everything in Between”—a collaboration with A Sanctified Art. 
 
Life isn’t black and white. It’s filled with nuance, uncertainty, and complexity—and it’s 
often in the in-between spaces that we encounter God most deeply. 
 
If you find yourself navigating gray areas in your life and long for a faith that engages the real 
tensions of the world rather than avoiding them, Lake Shore Church is the place to be over the 
next two months. I hope you’ll join us. 
 
In Christ, 
 

 
 
 
 

Pastor Adam 
 
 
 
 





CELEBRATING WHAT GOD IS DOING AT LAKE SHORE CHURCH:  
 

“Music is transformative for people, and it’s a huge 

part of worship for many. I wanted to offer a worship 

experience immersed in music where the Holy Spirt 

could be felt and draw people closer to God.” Jenna 

Dell 

About 50-60 people gathered in the Sanctuary on 

Friday evening on the night of January 31st for Lake 

Shore Church’s first ever Worship Night. Jenna Dell, 

our Modern Worship Leader, members of the Praise 

Band and members of Fellowship Chapel Church 

came together to provide the music for the evening. 

Thirteen modern worship songs, both upbeat and 

meditative, were performed while a slide show played 

on the large screens. Two readings of scripture and a 

mini message by Pastor Brendan based on the      

second chapter of Matthew rounded out the night of 

worship.  

“Jenna & the band led us into the precincts of divine 

grace and helped me connect with God in a way that 

continues to reverberate in my soul. The night      

certainly left a lasting impact on my heart!” Pastor 

Adam  

There was a multi-generational mix of people praising 

God that evening including a large group of high 

school and college age young adults. Most people 

stood and sang the entire evening save for the time 

Pastor Brendan spoke. There was a good mix of both 

well- known, favorite songs as well as some new     

selections that were introduced that evening. Many 

who experienced the night of worship have asked if 

another one is scheduled.  

“It was such an uplifting evening; I hope that more 

people will get to experience it next time! It was a 

phenomenal night of worship.” Darlene Ruddock  

A big thank-you to Jenna, Pastor Brendan, tech support & the musicians who put this Worship 

Night on for us.  

Our fantastic musicians included Zaq Siefert (piano) & Jackson Moceri (drums) from Fellowship 

Chapel Church in Sterling Heights. 

Madeline Freman (electric bass), Scott Sumner (keyboard and tech), Nick Hunter (percussion)  

Hannah & Emma Dell (vocals), & Brian Moore (electric guitar) from Lake Shore Church.  

Written and Submitted by Michele Maksout 








